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its success largely to the brave action of Ali, then a youth of about nineteen years of age, who awaited the assassins in the Prophet's place. The miraculous incident of the spider which built its web, and the pigeon its nest, in the mouth of the cave in which Mohammed and his companion, Abu Bakar, were hiding, thus deceiving their pursuers, took place on this occasion. The year of Mohammed's flight to Medina, known as the Hegrah, is the starting-point of the Moslem reckoning of dates. It corresponds to the year A.D. 622.
At Medina Mohammed found himself a poverty-stricken exile, and suffered great hardship for a time.    He and Ms companions were often short of food.    He continued none the less to make converts in ever-increasing numbers, and daily gained in influence.   A quarrel between him and the Jews led to the expulsion of the latter.    The Meccans viewed the growing power ot the new sect with great concern, owing to the geographical position of Medina, lying as it did on their main line of communication with Syria.   War soon broke out, and the first battle was fought at Badr in the year A.H. 2 (A.B. 624).    In this the Moslems were victorious, but they were defeated the following year at Uhud, close to Medina, when nothing but the bad generalship of the Meccan commander saved them from total destruction.   Mohammed, on the other hand, displayed remarkable military talent in rapidly reorganizing his dispirited followers and taking the field again the following day.   The Meccans neglected to pursue their advantage, and retired.   Mohammed's activity and prestige remaining undiminished by this reverse, they returned the following year in greater force.   The Prophet, however, had constructed a formidable earthwork round the town, known as the " Khandak," and celebrated in Moslem history, behind which he retired, and the Meccans, after besieging the place for some time, were forced to withdraw.   The only fighting that took place was in a series of single combats between various champions from the opposing armies, in which Ali specially distinguished himself.
A truce was now concluded, one of the conditions being that Mohammed should be allowed to make the Mecca pilgrimage, which he did in company with many of his